François-Vincent Raspail (1794–1878): REVOLUTIONARY IN French politicS and FATHER of histochemistry

M. del Cerro1 and L.C. Triarhou2
1University of Rochester, N.Y., U.S.A. and 2University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki

The aim of this article is to present modern day neuroscientists with an overview of the work of François-Vincent Raspail (1794–1878), a man universally recognized as the father of histochemistry. It is not our intent to present a biography of Raspail here, as several biographies of him have already been published. Furthermore, it is well recognized that his immensely varied work covered fields as diverse as agriculture, geology, meteorology, and medicine. We are reviewing his microscopical work, offering a certain biographical background to help put his life and work in perspective. More specifically, we go over the microscope he designed, and his roles as public health practitioner, revolutionary in French politics, deputy of the National Assembly, and Presidential candidate. Finally, we are noticing how Raspail’s pioneering work has developed into the modern histochemistry, a branch of science that is revolutionizing biomedical research.
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