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In 1902, Santiago Ramón y Cajal (1852–1934), the giant of modern neuroscience and 1906 Nobel Prize laureate, contributed the preface to a book of poetry written by his fellow countryman, Spanish poet and dramatist Marcos Zapata (1844–1914). In that rare essay, Cajal unfolds his subjective ideas on the literary genres of drama and comedy in relation to the workings of the human mind and human sentiments. The same text was reissued almost half a century later in Spain and in Argentina under the title ‘The psychology of the artists’. We herein present Cajal’s article in its entirety. It occupies a distinct fleche in the thematic board of neuroscience history and art. Of potential interest as much to the poetical literati as to the neurological cognoscenti, the essay remains an element of the celebrated neuroanatomist’s style in his lifelong attempt at understanding the workings of the human brain.
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