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In 1906, Pierre Marie triggered a heated controversy and an exchange of articles with Jules Déjerine over the localization of language functions in the human brain. The renowned holistic-localizationist debate between the two French neurologists spread internationally. One of the timeliest responses, that appeared in print one month after Marie’s first paper, came from Christofredo Jakob, a Bavarian-born neuropathologist and protagonist researcher of the cerebral cortex, working in Buenos Aires. Jakob published two relevant articles during that same year, respectively entitle ‘Does a center of Broca exist or not?’ and ‘Anatomo-biological considerations on the centers of language’. The two articles address neuropsychological and developmental aspects of language functions in normality and pathology with regard to the brain areas that subserve them. The present study analyzes and discusses Jakob’s ideas on the function and development of language areas. Jakob’s views, after more than a century, still shed light on our understanding of brain-language relationships, particularly as such issues remain at the core of scientific controversy with the advent of the newer neuropsychological and neuroimaging methods.
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