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Previous studies on aphasic language have shown that grammatical features are selectively impaired. Specifically in Greek, Tense and/or Aspect were found to be more impaired than Agreement (1, 2 among others). Additionally verb class has been found to affect verb production at the word and sentence level. Literature data have shown a hierarchy, with intransitive verbs being easier than transitive verbs. Moreover, within the class of intransitive verbs unaccusative ones were found to be more impaired than unergative ones. Unaccusative verbs take one subject argument which bears the thematic role of Theme, whereas unergative verbs have one subject argument which bears the more subject-typical role of Agent. So far little attention has been paid to the interaction of morphosyntactic feature marking with other levels of representation. E.g. in Dutch verb finiteness was found to interact with verb movement to V2 (3) and in Greek morphosyntactic feature marking was affected by structure complexity (1). 

Aim of the present study was to test the influence of argument structure complexity on morphological marking. Accordingly, we tested tense and aspect marking on unergative, unaccusative and transitive verbs (6 items for each verb class). A forced choice completion task was administered to three aphasic patients [one non-fluent (N.F.), two fluent (F1, F2), mean age: 56.6 years].
With respect to the grammatical features, the results indicated that Aspect was more impaired than Tense for all patients. With respect to verb classes, no homogeneous pattern emerged. Although N.F. seemed to have a persistent problem with unaccusative verbs in both Tense and Aspect, her pattern of performance varied across the two conditions (unergative<unaccusative<transitive in Tense vs. unergative=transitive>unaccusative in Aspect). The two fluent patients performed much better in all conditions and again no consistent pattern regarding verb classes could be established. In sum, these data provide evidence for an aphasia-type effect (fluent vs. non-fluent) on both feature marking and processing of verb classes and some evidence for argument structure effect on morphosyntactic marking, although no clear or consistent pattern could be established.  
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